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Welcome to volume 2, issue 1, of the Dunwoodie 
Disciple. This new seminary magazine intends 

to inform you about the mission of St. Joseph’s Seminary, 
i.e. to form candidates for the priesthood according to 
the heart of Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd! In addi-
tion, the seminary seeks to hand on the Catholic faith 
and to form candidates for the permanent diaconate, 
lay, religious and priests into disciples of the Lord  
Jesus in the service of His Mystical Body, the Church.

Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI, in his “Letter to Sem-
inarians” (October 18, 2010) invites seminarians, and 
permit me to include all who study sacred theology to 
a deep appreciation of the nature of theological study:

Above all, your time in the seminary is also a time 
of study. The Christian faith has an essentially 
rational and intellectual dimension. Were it to lack 
that dimension, it would not be itself. Paul speaks 
of a “standard of teaching” to which we were 
entrusted in Baptism (Rom 6:17). All of you know 
the words of Saint Peter which the medieval theo-
logians saw as the justification for a rational and 
scientific theology: “Always be ready to make your 
defence to anyone who demands from you an ‘ac-
counting’ (logos) for the hope that is in you” (1 Pet 
3:15). Learning how to make such a defence is one 
of the primary responsibilities of your years in the 

seminary. I can only plead with you: Be committed 
to your studies! Take advantage of your years of 
study! You will not regret it. Certainly, the subjects 
which you are studying can often seem far removed 
from the practice of the Christian life and the pastoral 
ministry. Yet it is completely mistaken to start 
questioning their practical value by asking: Will this 
be helpful to me in the future? Will it be practically 
or pastorally useful? The point is not simply to learn 
evidently useful things, but to understand and appreci-
ate the internal structure of the faith as a whole, so 
that it can become a response to people’s questions, 
which on the surface change from one generation to 
another yet ultimately remain the same. (Letter, #5)

As you read the pages of this issue of the Dunwoodie 
Disciple, please consider the privilege and serious 
mission of St. Joseph’s Seminary. All students here are 
tasked with the mission of the integration of prayer 
and study, the articulation of a new apologetics in the 
mission of evangelization, and most importantly to 
witness the radiance of a life of holiness!

Msgr. Peter I. Vaccari,  
Rector/President 

St. Joseph’s Seminary 
Yonkers, NY 10704

“…sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to 
give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for  

your hope, but do it with gentleness and reverence…” 
(1 Peter 3:15-16a)

Our Rector’s Message
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Seated (Left to Right): Most Rev. Richard Henning, Most Rev. Gerald Walsh, Most Rev. John Barres,  
His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Most Rev. Nicholas DiMarzio

Standing (Left to Right): Very Rev. Joseph LaMorte; Sr. Eileen Clifford, O.P.; Rev. Robert Whelan;  
Mr. Thomas Doodian; Mr. John Borgia; Mr. Samuel Romanzo; Dr. Frank Armada; Dr. Diane Traflet;  

Ms. Karen Yost; Ms Diane Pizarro; Mr. John Cahill.; Mr. David Brown; Mr. William Whiston
 

Excused: Most Rev. Frank Caggiano; Mr. William Harrington;  
Dr. Joann Heaney-Hunter; Mr. Alfred Kelly, Jr.; Hon. Mary Kay Vyskocil
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I have been a priest for only six months, but that has 
been more than enough time for my schedule to fill 

up to overflowing. There’s a lot to juggle!  Needless to 
say, when I received the invitation to write an article for 
the “Dunwoodie Disciple” my first instinct, and actually 
my first response, was “No.” I just did not have the 
bandwidth for another initiative. However, I looked closer 
at the response and realized that the request was for an 
article dedicated to Dr. Donna Eschenauer. Immediately,  
I knew I had to write this article. Over my four years at 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, Dr. Eschenauer has done nothing 
but give of her time and talents to myself, my fellow stu-
dents and seminarians. She has been and continues to be 
a model to me of what it looks like to be radically given 
over to the many things necessary without losing sight of 
the “one thing necessary.”  

While I may feel like I have a lot on my plate, I realize it 
pales in comparison to the portion served Dr. Eschenauer. 
She has been married for forty-five years and is a proud 
mother and grandmother. There is no question that being 
a wife, mother, and grandmother is more than enough to 
keep a person busy fulltime! Nevertheless, in the midst of 
her commitments to her family, and feeling called to serve 
the Church, Dr. Eschenauer was able to carve out time 
to get her Ph.D. from the Graduate School of Religion at 
Fordham University in 2010. While this program of study 
focused on the field of religious education, research, and 
curriculum theories for education, Dr. Eschenauer’s 
research creatively juxtaposed her Master of Arts in 
Theology and post-graduate work in Pastoral Liturgy. 
She focused on the interplay between Theology and 
Education, which is clearly reflected in her dissertation 
topic, The Paschal Triduum: A Roman Catholic Way of 
Teaching How to Live and How to Die. Since receiving 
her doctorate, she has been ardently passing on what 
she learned through the written word (book number six 
is set to be published in 2019!). Much of her writing is 
focused on the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and 
its implications for the pastoral life of the Church. In fact, 

she recently gained national recognition for her work and 
publications in this area. Yet, there’s more!  Since 2012, 
Dr. Eschenauer has been serving the Church as the Asso-
ciate Academic Dean and Associate Professor of Pastoral 
Theology where she makes students her highest priority. 
She is grateful to be working with her colleagues in an 
inspiring and hope-filled environment. 

How is it that one woman is able to handle so much? 
The answer is simple: grace! After over twenty years of 
full-time pastoral work and teaching in the Diocese of 
Rockville Centre, Dr. Eschenauer, in her own words, “felt 
called to more.” She felt called to higher education. Not 
willing to move forward without the guidance of her 
Teacher and Good Shepherd, she asked for the Lord’s 
guidance, “Show me the way.” And, the Lord heard her 
prayer, specifically. So specifically, in fact, that she remem-
bers the very date: June 21, 2012. Through an extraordinary 
interweaving of ordinary events, Dr. Eschenauer experienced 
the Lord inviting her to St. Joseph’s Seminary. Dr. Eschenauer 
is at St. Joseph’s Seminary because it is, in her words, “a 
vocation  — a vocation within a vocation. It is a mission 
animated by the Holy Spirit. It is a work of grace.”

In the classroom, I was struck by her passion. Outside 
of the classroom, I was struck by her generosity. In the 
chapel, as her fellow disciple, I was struck by her prayer-
fulness, her commitment to the One necessary. Dr. Donna 
Eschenauer: wife, mother, grandmother, student, author, 
dean, professor, and most importantly, disciple. 

The Dunwoodie Disciple

FACULTY PROFILES

Vol. 2, Ed. 1, Spring 2019

 By Fr. Mark Mary Ames, C.F.R.

Introducing Dr. Donna Eschenauer
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Dean Christine Hammill-Cregan 
joined the St. Joseph’s Seminary 

faculty in 2017 with an impressive  
academic and professional background 
filled with evident passion for the defense of the  
vulnerable and the resolution of conflict. Whether  
as a Fulbright scholar in Bosnia and Herzegovina, an 
attorney for the United Nations in Switzerland, or a 
university professor in Africa, Europe and the United 
States, Dean Hammill-Cregan has assiduously striven 
to bring light into the darkness as she has championed 
these important causes. 

After she earned a J.D. and M.S.W. from Washington 
University in St. Louis, Dean Hammill-Cregan worked 
for several years primarily in defense of exploited chil-
dren around the globe. Her work in Switzerland for the 
U.N. led her to prepare and present various publications 
as she developed a new international human rights law 
to eliminate the worst forms of child labor. Subsequently, 
she continued to fight for the same cause from a different 
angle as a university professor in Ghana and as a manager 
of a human rights program in Tajikistan. 

One of Dean Hammill-Cregan’s advocacy projects in 
Tajikistan inspired her to shift her focus from the mac-
ro-level to work more directly with people in crisis. So 
began her work in another important area that would 
occupy her mind and heart until the present day: medi-
ation and conflict resolution. Her desire to help others 
overcome conflict at various levels would lead her to 
work as a mediator, social worker, and conflict coach for 
the City of New York, and as adjunct professor at the 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice. Then, as Fulbright 
scholar, she focused her research and teaching on resolv-
ing interpersonal disputes through communication and 
mediation skills, and published a work in a periodical of 
the Association for Conflict Resolution which addressed 
effective cross-cultural resolution of conflict. 

In 2013, she and her husband Anthony felt called 
to study theology together to attain a greater personal 

immersion into the truths of the Catholic faith, a faith 
which is deeply important to both of them. Providen-
tially, St. Joseph’s Seminary was just starting a master’s 
program in Theology at Dunwoodie. She, her husband, 
and her sister Suzanne promptly enrolled, and her com-
pletion of the M.A. in Theology has greatly enriched 
both her personal and her professional life.

At the Mass of the Holy Spirit at Dunwoodie in 2017, 
when Dean Hammill-Cregan would be called upon to 
take the Oath of Fidelity that the Church requires of 
teachers of theology, she was filled with joy and wonder 
at God’s providence as she listened to Bishop James Massa, 
auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of Brooklyn, deliver a 
homily about the importance of resolving conflicts and 
restoring peace within the Church. What especially 
struck Dean Hammill-Cregan was that she was the only 
new full-time faculty member of St. Joseph’s Seminary 
taking the Oath when the Gospel reading and homily 
focused directly on her area of expertise; it seemed clear 
that the Lord was speaking directly to her. 

Bishop Massa proclaimed that “everything must be 
done to restore peace to the Church,” and “by his grace 

 By Br. Seraphim Baalbaki,C.F.R.

Dean Christine Hammill-Cregan

FACULTY PROFILES



alone, we restore those who are lost and find peaceful ways 
to resolve the conflicts that wound our communities” 
(Catholic New York, September 12, 2017, quoted from 
http://cny.org). His words strongly resonated with the 
Dean, since his message coincided with her desire to center 
conflict resolution on Christ and the grace of God — the 
synergy of her years of professional experience in conflict 
resolution and her newly-acquired theology degree.  

Dean Hammill-Cregan is excited about teaching a 
course on conflict resolution in the M.A. Theology 
program starting in 2019. The course is, in a sense, the 
culmination of her diverse professional and personal 
experience; it will help students to develop the necessary 

skills to effectively overcome interpersonal conflict 
while remaining firmly grounded in our rich Catholic 
theological and spiritual heritage.

Fascinated by the diversity and richness of her experience 
as she has sought to faithfully follow Christ, I asked Dean 
Hammill-Cregan to reflect on her journey so far as His 
disciple, and to offer advice for fellow travelers. Without 
hesitation, she said that the key to discern and be faithful 
to the will of God is the realization that “God gives you a 
lantern, and it’s enough light to see your next step, so don’t 
expect a spotlight; instead, take each step in faith with trust 
in Jesus and relying on the perfection of the path He has 
prepared for you  — trust it will lead you closer to Him.”
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REFLECTIONS

In reflecting on what it means to say that “a priest 
ought to be a good conversationalist”, I am first  

reminded of the technical aspects of being one in  
general. We think of this good conversationalist as  
being a well rounded person, and well versed in a  
variety of topics, ranging from religious matters, sports, 
culture, politics, etc. We think of someone who speaks 
well, has the ability to speak to all peoples, and most 
importantly is able to listen to others. 

So, what does it mean when we say the priest ought 
to be a “good conversationalist”? I find that it means 
that he ought to be a “bridge” between peoples. And, 
what does a bridge do? It is intended to form a connec-
tion, or reconciliation, between two things. Christ does 
this in his ministry. When he sits and dines with sin-
ners, like tax collectors and prostitutes (Mark 2:13-17). 
Christ is the great bridge between our fallen humanity 
and the heavenly kingdom. The priest, who is in  
Persona Christi, or in standing in the person of Christ, 
is that bridge between the people of God, the human 
family, and God Himself.

There is an incarnational aspect to being a good  
conversationalist. What do I mean by this? I mean  
Christ incarnates into humanity in order to enter into 
communion with man. He does this sacramentally,  
but also spiritually through us, as members of his  
mystical body. A priest is called to “in-flesh” Jesus 
Christ. By mere fact of his vocation, he is called to be 
another Christ — to be his hands, his feet, his mouth. 
He is called to be the means by which Christ is made 
manifest in the world. We see this most explicitly in the 
sacramental nature of the priest’s vocation, especially 
as seen in the offering of the holy sacrifice of the Mass, 
the source and summit of our faith. But this reality is 
also true implicitly in the priestly ministry of being a 
good conversationalist. The priest, by entering into 
conversations with others is able to eventually open the 
door that leads the other to the person of Jesus Christ. 

The priest incarnates 
Christ all over again by 
way of conversations.  

Growing up, I learned 
that “at meals, it’s not 
the food that is the 
most important, but 
the people you share 
it with.” In my own 
experience, as a second year seminarian at St. Joseph’s 
Seminary in Yonkers, I often enter into a wide variety 
of conversations with peoples of all backgrounds at 
the various meals of the day. Much of the time there’s 
tons of small talk involved in these conversations. But, 
sometimes, we get into the deep heart of things going 
on in our lives. There is an entering into communion 
with the other that occurs; a mutual exchange of per-
sons, in recognition of Christ in their midst. Whatever 
the topic at table may be, it is merely a threshold to 
entering into deeper communion with Christ through 
the other.  

My hope, as a conversationalist, is to be a bridge for 
others to encounter the hope and the joy that can only 
come from Jesus — that they may experience his love 
through me, and I through them. As members of the 
mystical body of Christ, Jesus makes himself manifest 
through us, making us instruments, even though “we 
are sinners in need of God’s constant mercy,” as I 
always say. The good conversationalist is merely an 
instrument of the triune God, who seeks to enter into 
communion with the other through us. St. Teresa of 
Calcutta would often say about herself: “I am but a 
broken pencil in the hand of God”. We are but broken, 
fallen, instruments used by God to write the story of his 
divine love for man. 

For the priest to be a good conversationalist means to 
allow the eternal Word of God to take “flesh” in us, to 
allow ourselves to be instruments of the divine love of 
God. In my life, as God-willing a future priest, I hope 
to witness to this incarnational love of Christ continually 
in my person, as all priests are called to do, recognizing 
Christ in the other.

 By Steven N. Gonzalez, II Year Seminarian

The Priest as Conversationalist:  
A Reflection

 By Helen Secreti, MA in Theology Student
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“Make known to me your ways Lord; teach me your 
paths. Guide me by your fidelity and teach me, for you 
are God my savior, for you I wait all day long.” (Ps 25:4-5)

I n the spring semester of 2018, I completed my studies 
 for the Master of Arts Degree in Theology at St.  

Joseph’s Seminary. It was a challenging and richly  
rewarding endeavor that has led to promising beginnings 
as I continue to enrich my knowledge of the faith and 
engage in new ministries in the Church. 

Prior to my decision to attend SJS, I considered other 
university programs. I knew pursuing an MA would 
require serious commitment, time, and dedication. 
However, I was eager to begin and have always felt at 
home in an academic environment. I turned to prayer 
and asked for the grace of the Holy Spirit to guide me 
toward the right decision. With the desire to study and 
learn more about my Catholic faith, I wanted to be 
attentive to God’s divine action in my life throughout my 
tenure in the program and avoid as many interruptions 
and distractions as possible. My choice then was the 
Huntington campus of St. Joseph’s Seminary. Upon my 
arrival at the seminary on the first day of class, I felt a 
tremendous sense of serenity on its sacred ground; I felt 
at home in God’s embrace. The beauty of the grounds 
and the structure of the seminary itself felt so welcoming. 
During my years of study and prayer at the seminary, I 
was not disappointed. I derived a sense of inner joy and 
peace from the enlightening lectures, discussions with 
colleagues, quiet time in the chapel, and, not to be for-
gotten, extra help from the library staff! Ever since I 
stepped out of my car on the first day of class, this program 
has addressed and acknowledged a longing in my heart 
that sought (and forever will seek) God’s wisdom and love. 
What a strengthening and inspiring journey it has been!

The seminary offers a curriculum consisting of nine 
core courses and four electives. While first examining the 
program, I curiously considered each class on the basis of 

its individual merit and 
found that some classes  
interested me more than 
others. My perspective 
soon changed as I realized 
that no matter which 
course I was taking, a  
common thread ran 
through all of them; each course focused on certain  
aspects of the Word of God through Scripture and  
Tradition. As a teacher, I especially appreciated this,  
as nothing can be taught effectively in isolation. In  
conversation, my colleagues and I marveled at all  
that God was revealing to us and recognized that our 
course study was helping us to connect the dots of our 
Catholic faith! 

The theme that resonated most with me throughout 
the program is the call to universal holiness that comes 
to us through our baptism. One beautiful mark of the 
Church is “catholic,” which means universal. It signifies 
that Jesus Christ is universally present in the Church 
and has commissioned us, his disciples, his Church, to 
go out and spread the good news of the gospel. This call 
is echoed profoundly throughout Church teaching. We 
were blessed to have this concept refreshed in our class on 
ecclesiology as we examined the Vatican II document Lu-
men Gentium, which tells us that we manifest God’s love 
through striving for perfect charity in our ordinary work 
(39-42). As lovers of Jesus Christ, we are given abundant 
grace to be his hands and feet and witnesses of his love for 
each and every soul.

Through my study of Scripture and Tradition, I realized 
that I am part of a larger story of salvation history! I 
follow in the footsteps of the prophets, the apostles, and 
many saintly men and women as I carry on the mission 
of Jesus Christ. I can accept the grace to say “yes” and 
walk in the path of Mary. I look forward to joining my 
colleagues, professors, staff, and friends in taking the 
knowledge I have gained “on the road” to serve the 
Church community, following in the example of St. Paul. 
For all knowledge rests upon God. How blessed I am to 
have been able to complete this program.

 By Helen Secreti, MA in Theology Student

Reflection on my experience  
at St. Joseph’s Seminary



I t is fair to say that this academic 
year began under a cloud — a 

cloud of sadness and uncertainty 
after the revelations that occurred 
throughout the Church over the summer of 2018. It 
was in this context that Bishop Frank Caggiano arrived 
at the seminary to offer our opening house retreat 
armed with honesty, candor, and, most importantly, 
a message that reiterated that the wounds we have all 
suffered can indeed be healed, and we can grow stron-
ger from them. Over the course of his days with us, 
Bishop Caggiano presented spiritual conferences all 
on the theme of hope: what is hope? the challenges to 
hope; the Cross as the source of our hope; and how to 
sustain hope. The call to be a priest in these times is not 
easy, but Bishop Caggiano challenged us to accept that 
the age of mediocrity is over. If we are going to serve 

as priests of Jesus Christ, we must learn to admit our 
poverty and allow the Holy Spirit to transform it into 
unequivocal sanctity.

Throughout the week, Bishop Caggiano was a true 
shepherd to all of the men in the house. Recognizing 
the difficulties and confusion that rested in many of our 
hearts, he opened a dialogue with us about the scandals 
that rocked the Church and his sincerity and directness 
were incredibly refreshing and invigorating. He reminded 
us of St. Augustine’s beautiful message that true hope 
has two beautiful daughters: anger at the way things are 
and courage to see that they do not remain as they are. 
Hope can never stop at only the recognition that things 
are not as they should be. We must hear in that anger a 
call to transformation, first and foremost in the depths 
of our own hearts. Our call in this time is to look to the 
Cross and to find the courage to move forward into a 
new beginning and a path to heroic witness.

In the cross, Bishop Caggiano reminded us, we find 
the gift of perspective. At the end, the perspective he 
was inviting us to develop was clear: Hope that is rooted 
in the truth of the cross can overcome any obstacle and 
enable us to persevere  — not only to ordination, but to 
eternal life.
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 By Rev. Mr. Christopher Ford,  
 IV Year Seminarian

Forming Missionaries of Hope:  
Fall 2018 Retreat with Bishop 
Frank Caggiano By Christopher 
Ford, Third Year Seminarian

 Most Rev. Frank Caggiano, Bishop of the Diocese of Bridgeport opening the Seminarian August Retreats
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In the MACPS program, we study a survey of Catholic 
philosophical thought, focusing on areas particularly 

relevant to further studies in theology — metaphysics, 
ethics, and the like. Our small community allows a 
unique opportunity for a “meeting of minds” from 
diverse backgrounds, with varying levels of exposure to 
philosophy. In a sense, our program could be thought of 
as an extended reflection on the relationship of faith and 
rationality. In another way, though, I’ve come to think 
of the of the program as a process of reformatting the 
mind through the contemplative study of philosophy. 

One of the unique aspects I’ve found about the 
MACPS program is the sense of community we have 
among the students and professors. Being a small program, 
there is a unique opportunity to integrate knowledge 
and prayer with a tight-knit group, bringing their di-
verse backgrounds to our class discussions. Where else 
can you have lively debates about whether Plato or Aris-
totle had the more accurate take on learning over lunch? 

Listening to my classmates 
describe their paper topics, 
I’m always surprised by the 
variety of angles that can be 
taken on the subject matter 
we study.

One of our professors, 
Brother Owen Sadlier, enjoys 
reminding us that philosophy isn’t merely a “hurdle” to 
be jumped over to get to theology. Rather, philosophy 
is the contemplation of God as Truth, Goodness, and 
Beauty. In a real sense, our classes in philosophy, under 
dedicated, brilliant professors, don’t merely fill our 
minds — they transform them. The way we think is ele-
vated, through attempting to grapple with the thoughts 
of the likes of Aristotle and Plato, Sts Augustine and 
Aquinas, Descartes and Kant. In contemplating these 
ideas, expounding on them in our research papers, the 
way our mind relates to Truth slowly seems to change 
over time. Philosophy is not merely a corpus of knowledge, 
but a habitus of the mind; it has been a pleasure to 
develop this habitus among the community of professors 
and students in the MACPS program.

 David Birkdale, MACPS Program, I Theology

Reflection on the MACPS program

Br. Owen Sadlier, O.S.F., SJS professor teaching  
at Douglaston with MACPS students



12

The Dunwoodie Disciple Vol. 2, Ed. 1, Spring 2019

REFLECTIONS

“El Señor dijo a Abram: 
Vete de tu tierra, de 

entre tus parientes y de la casa 
de tu padre, a la tierra que yo 
te mostraré” (Gen 12:1). Jamás 
pensé que estas palabras que 
Dios dijo a Abraham, me las 
dirigiría a mí también. Literalmente. Mi caminar en la 
vocación sacerdotal comenzó en México cuando entré 
al seminario en mi natal Guadalajara. En aquel entonc-
es pensé que le estaba entregando todo mi ser a Dios. 
Había dejado mis posesiones atrás y había renunciado 
a la idea de tener una esposa e hijos. ¿Qué más podría 
pedir Dios de mí? Dejar mi país.

Estando aún en formación en México, conocí a un obis-
po de Texas, quien me comentó que en los Estado Unidos 
había gran necesidad de sacerdotes bilingües que hablaran 
tanto inglés como español. Así nació en mí la idea de orde-
narme sacerdote en los Estados Unidos. Dos años después 
de este encuentro, mi discernimiento vocacional me traería 
a la Arquidiócesis de Nueva York. No fue fácil tomar esta 
decisión. Muchas cosas me atemo-
rizaban como el tener que aprender 
un idioma nuevo, adaptarme a una 
cultura distinta, tener el estigma de 
ser extranjero y sobre todo, el estar 
solo, sin mi familia. Estos temores 
eran válidos, pero no podía dejar 
de dar a Dios lo que Él me pedía. 
Después de todo, si Dios era quién 
me estaba llamando a dejar mi  
tierra, Él se encargaría de mí. 

Después de algunos años de vivir 
en Nueva York, puedo afirmar que 
Dios ha provisto en todos los aspec-
tos. Mi familia es irremplazable, pero 
Dios se ha encargado de proveerme 
de una segunda familia aquí. Una 

familia que no ha nacido de la carne, sino del Espíritu. 
Sacerdotes y laicos que se han convertido en mi nuevo 
núcleo familiar. Los cuales con su amor y oraciones  
me sostienen en esta vocación. Dios verdaderamente 
cumple sus promesas, “todo el que haya dejado casas,  
o hermanos, o hermanas, o padre, o madre, o hijos o 
tierras por Mi nombre, recibirá cien veces más, y  
heredará la vida eterna” (Mt 19:29).

He confirmado que Dios me quiere como sacerdote en 
Nueva York a través de la distintas asignaciones pastorales 
que he tenido alrededor de la Arquidiócesis. He confirmado 
también lo que aquel obispo texano me compartió, hay 
necesidad de sacerdotes bilingües. Hay muchos inmigrantes 
hispanos que necesitan de pastores que los atiendan en 
su propia lengua. Por eso, es importante que se promue-
van y se alienten las vocaciones en los hogares hispanos. 
Dios esta llamando a muchos jóvenes hispanos a atender 
a su rebaño, pero muchos se quedan sin responder a este 
llamado de Dios, por temor a no ser felices. No hay que 
temer a dar el “sí” a Dios. Si Él nos llama a seguirle, es 
porque nuestra felicidad, nuestra plenitud, se encuentra 
en tan maravillosa vocación. Recordemos que los planes 
de Dios siempre van a ser mejor que los nuestros. Esta 
verdad la he comprobado en mi vida. 

 Luis Silva. III Year Seminarian

De Guadalajara a Nueva York
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José was born in the Azores on August 6, 1947.  
He came to the United States in 1971. He is married 

to Maria. They have two children, Norberto and Teresa. 
Norberto works here at the seminary in the Mainte-
nance Department.

José began working here at the seminary in 1985.  
In his working life he went from being a baker to  
Head Maintenance Mechanic at the seminary under 
Bob Scully. In his thirty-three years working here at  
the seminary he has established himself as a “jack-of-
all-trades.” José knows every part of each building on 
the campus. He knows the heating and plumbing  
systems, he works as a carpenter and a mechanic. 
From his first days at the seminary, he has taken the 
time and cultivated the interest to learn everything 
about the seminary. José was responsible for the cur-
rent configuration of the registrar’s office. He has done 
work in the library and he built the partition in the 
faculty lounge.

He goes into retirement as the seminary’s Head 
Maintenance Mechanic. Over the many years we have 

worked together, I have come to appreciate his great 
imagination. He has demonstrated a unique capacity to 
build parts from scratch. He custom builds parts to fix 
a specific problem. Together, we have worked on and 
talked about just about every aspect of the seminary and 
this campus. He expressed to me his happiness with 
this job in what he describes as a “family atmosphere.”

I am very grateful for the years we shared as 
co-workers. I look forward to many more years as 
good friends! Thank you, José.

RETIRING STAFF 

 By Joe DiLello

Thank you, José

It is with great sadness to inform the Seminary  
Community that Selondieu Gue will be retiring after 

33 years of service of here at the seminary. Always a 
smiling face and willingness to help where it is needed 
he will be missed. For the past 14 years Gue has been 
employed with Morrison’s and then FLIK which is part 
of Compass Group. Prior to that he was employed  
by the seminary food service which was self operated. 
Throughout the years of service Gue has come in 
contact with a lot of staff and students that has passed 
through the seminary over the years. He was not just a 
dishwasher, he was a friend to all and always greeted 
everyone with a warm smile. He will be dearly missed.

 By Cornell Thomas

Appreciation for 33 years of service
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Bishop-elect William Muhm

We congratulate Class  
of 1995 alumnus, 

Father William J. Muhm on 
his appointment to auxiliary 
bishop of the U.S. Archdiocese 
for the Military Services by 
Pope Francis, announced on 
January 22,2019.

The Saint Joseph’s Seminary 
community had the opportu-
nity to spend time with Bishop-elect Muhm during  
his sabbatical at Saint Joseph’s after he retired from  
the Navy May 1, 2018 and before his assignment to 
administrator of Most Precious Blood parish December 
1, 2018. Bishop-elect Muhm entered the seminary in 
1989 to study for the priesthood for the Archdiocese of 
New York. Prior to coming to the seminary, Bishop-elect 
Muhm was commissioned a Navy ensign in 1981 and 
left active duty in 1986. In 1998, Bishop-elect Muhm 
returned to active duty as a Navy chaplain. During his 
career in the Navy, Bishop-elect Muhm was awarded  
the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal with  
two gold stars, Navy Commendation Medal with gold 
star, Navy Achievement Medal with gold star, and  
fleet marine force officer qualification. Academically,  

Bishop-elect Muhm earned a Master of Divinity and 
Bachelor of Sacred Theology at Saint Joseph’s and a 
Bachelor’s in Business Administration from Colorado 
State University. Bishop-elect Muhm will be ordained 
March 25th in the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. He brings 
to his new position of auxiliary bishop a great knowl-
edge of the families who serve in the military, veterans, 
and the civilians who are employed in the military. Bish-
op-elect Muhm’s priestly zeal, deep spiritual life, and 
pastoral sensitivity will be well received in his ministry 
for the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA.
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The YEAR in PICTURES

Spirituality Workshop with  
Father Juniper Adams, CFR 

August Workshop for Seminarians 2018

Msgr. Vaccari, rector, speaking with  
seminarians during August workshop

Dr. Tim Gray, Professor of Sacred Scripture and president  
of Augustine Institute giving a workshop to seminarians

Dr. Benjamin Akers, Associate  
Professor of Theology and Associate 

Dean of Augustine Institute during his 
workshop for seminarians
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The YEAR in PICTURES

BBQ in the Cloister after Mass of the Holy SpiritOath of Fidelity of New Faculty  
at Mass of the Holy spirit

The principal celebrant and homilist for the Mass of the Holy Spirit was Bishop Robert J. Brennan,  
Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Rockville Centre. On January 31, 2019, it was announced that  

Pope Francis had appointed Bishop Brennan to serve as 12th bishop of the Diocese of Columbus, Ohio

Mass of the Holy Spirit, September 8, 2018
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Audience for Symposium on the New Evangelization

Aux. Bishop Robert Brennan, 
Msgr. Vaccari and Dr. Scott  
Hahn at the beginning of  

the Symposium on the  
New Evangelization
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Cathedral Seminary House of Formation (Douglaston) visits Saint Joseph’s Seminary for annual games

Annual soccer and softball games between  
Douglaston and SJS 
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Bishop Scharfenberger blesses an icon  
of St. Ephrem the Syrian, written by Bro.  
Ricardo Rivera, Sch.P. (Sept. 24th, 2018)

Rite of Candidacy with Most Rev. Edward Scharfenberger, Bishop of the Diocese of Albany (Sept. 24, 2018)

Rite of Candidacy, September 24, 2018 

Brother Ricardo Rivera, Sch.P. presenting  
the icon of St. Ephrem the Syrian
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Left to right: Seminarian families join Fr. William Cleary; Seminarian Eusebius Eze, First Year Seminarian; 
Msgr. Peter Vaccari, Rector; and Jean Paul Obiaeri, Fourth Year Seminarian

Family Day Mass and Picnic, September 30, 2018

Top left, Fr. William Cleary, Dean of Seminarians, Celebrant of Family Day Mass. Top right,  
Seminarians (left to right), Paul Pileggi, Robert Carolan and Savio Paul with their families

Host families with our visiting seminarians,  
Yousef Ibrahim and Abdallah Dababneh, from  

the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem



21

The Dunwoodie Disciple Vol. 2, Ed. 1, Spring 2019

Bowling Night with Faculty & Seminarians,  
October 9, 2018
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Lector & Acolyte Installation Mass,  
October 22, 2018

Lector & Acolyte Installation Mass with Most Rev. Richard 
Henning, Aux. Bishop of Rockville Centre (Oct 22, 2018)
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Ordination to the  
Transitional Diaconate, 
Celebrant: Most Rev. 
John Oliver Barres,  
S.T.D., J.C.L., Bishop  
of theDiocese of  
Rockville Centre  
(Nov 3, 2018)

Ordination to the Transitional Diaconate   
November 3, 2018
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Left to right:  
Rev. William Cleary, 
Ph.D.; Dr. Kathleen 
Hayes; Rev. Ronald 
Witherup, P.P.S.; 
Rev. David  
Monaco, C.P.;  
Dr. Enrique Aguilar

Sacred Scripture Symposium, November 11, 2018



The 2018 Annual Advent & Christmas Concert offered by the St. Joseph’s Schola under the direction of  
Dr. Jennifer Donelson and Rev. Matthew Ernest, S.T.D., Director of Sacred Liturgy (December 1st & 2nd) 
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2018 Annual Advent & Christmas Schola Concert

50/50 Drawing winner Fr. Gagliardi with 
Stephen Rooney (Yr 2) and special guest
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Mass of Our Lady of Guadalupe,  
December 12, 2018

Fr. Luis Saldaña, Celebrant for the 
Mass of Our Lady of Guadalupe Mariachi Band leads Las Manañitas 
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Annual Christmas Mass & Luncheon

Special Guests — Members of our Construction Teams

Steven Gonzalez, II Year Seminarian and  
Connor Flatz, Director of Corrigan Library Matthew Breslin, II Year Seminarian 
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Annual Christmas Mass & Luncheon

Closing the Christmas Luncheon with Silent Night in the different languages represented in the student body.

Showing appreciation and gratitude to José Nuñes , of the Maintenance Dept 
and to Selondieu Gue, a member of our kitchen staff, for 33 years of service.



For more information on upcoming events,
remember to check our website: www.dunwoodie.edu 

April 4th, 7:00 - 10:00 pm:  
Veneration of the Relic of St. John Vianney, Main Chapel 

April 7th: Fr. Mauro Gagliardi, Professor in Residence
The Invisible Made Visible: the Sacred Signs in the Liturgy

April 18 - 19 - 20: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday

May 10th, 7:00 pm: Convocation

June 3rd to July 16: Summer Semester – Visit our website for classes offered 

SAVE THE DATE for SPRING EVENTS



If you are interested in making a gift to St. Joseph’s Seminary,  
there are several ways to do so:

Support the Seminary’s modernization program
Saint Joseph Seminary is undergoing a total modernization program and upgrading all of its basic  

building systems as part of a multi-year project with an estimated cost of $24 million. 

Sponsor a seminarian’s education
Seminary tuition (including room and board) is $30,000 for the academic year. If you wish to  

sponsor one or more years of a seminarian’s education, please contact Msgr. Peter I. Vaccari,  

Rector of Saint Joseph’s Seminary.

Remember St. Joseph’s Seminary in Your Will
To learn more about remembering the Seminary in your will or other types of planned gifts,  

please contact Dawn Ellwood at (646) 794-3317 or dawn.ellwood@archny.org.

Make a one-time gift of any size
Gifts of any size can be made online at [link to donation page]; by phone to the Development Office at  

(646) 794-3301; or by mail (checks payable to St. Joseph’s Seminary Fund) to the following address:

St. Joseph Seminary Fund
Attn: Development Office

1011 First Avenue, Floor 14
New York, NY 10022

Help the Seminarians of Today  
Become the Priests of Tomorrow

The primary mission of St. Joseph’s Seminary is to form and educate the young men who have  
responded so generously to God’s call to the priesthood. Thank you for your interest in supporting 

these seminarians, who will one day hand on the traditions and sacramental life of the Church.



“Seminarians ought to cultivate an authentic  
and filial devotion to the Virgin Mary, (C.I.C., can. 246, #3) 
both through her liturgical celebrations and  
through popular devotions, particularly the  
recitation of the Holy Rosary and of the 
Angelus. This is because ‘every aspect of  
priestly formation can be referred to Mary,  
the human being who has responded better  
than any other to God’s call. Mary became  
both the servant and the disciple of the Word  
to the point of conceiving, in her heart and  
in her flesh, the Word made man, so as to  

 
give him to mankind’ (Pastores Dabo Vobis, #82).”
Ratio Fundamentalis #112. Congregation of the Clergy 
Vatican City, 8 December 2016. 



Saint Joseph’s Seminary 
201 Seminary Avenue 
Yonkers, New York 10704 
(914) 968-6200 
www.dunwoodie.edu

Visit our website, www.dunwoodie.edu, 
to learn more about the programs for 

Qualified Lay Men & Women,  
Priests & Consecrated Religious 

Four locations to meet all the  
Academic needs of our students

Yonkers Huntington

Douglaston

Poughkeepsie


