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Thank you for your support of St. Joseph’s Seminary! 
The magazine you’re reading is one of the many 

initiatives of our long-time rector, Msgr. Peter Vaccari. 
Recently, the Holy See appointed Msgr. Vaccari as 
the next president of the Catholic Near East Welfare 
Association (CNEWA). All of us here at Dunwoodie feel 
great pride and affection for this holy priest, and thank-
fulness for his years of fatherly care for our seminary.

It came as a great surprise to me that Cardinal Dolan, 
Bishop DiMarzio, Bishop Barres, as well as our other 
bishops and Board members, asked me to assume the 
duties of interim rector as a search is underway for a 
new full-time rector. My thoughts dwell on whether  
and how I can imitate even in part Msgr. Vaccari’s  
dedication and love for this place and our students.

Over the past 7+ years, I’ve been honored to teach  
ten different Scripture courses at our various campuses.   
For the past two years, I’ve had the privilege of being 
the dean of seminarians. In addition to my duties here,  
I enjoy my involvement in local parishes and pastoral 
and sacramental ministry associated with my role as  
the Yonkers Fire Dept. chaplain.

I look forward to serving in the capacity of interim 
rector for the first part of the Spring 2020 semester.  
Thanks again for your support of St. Joseph’s Seminary.  
And thanks for everything Msgr. Vaccari!

 Respectfully, 
Fr. William Cleary 

I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you, 
praying always with joy in my every prayer for all of 
you… I am confident of this, that the one who began a 
good work in you will continue to complete it until the 
day of Christ Jesus…                   (Philippians 1:3-4, 6)

Permit me these final thoughts as I conclude my  
service as rector/president of St. Joseph’s Seminary. 

My service began with the initiation of the St. Charles 
Borromeo Inter-diocesan partnership in July 2012.  
This was the vision of His Eminence Timothy Michael 
Cardinal Dolan (New York), Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio 
(Brooklyn), and Bishop William Murphy (Rockville 
Centre). It continues with great vibrancy under the lead-
ership of Bishop John Barres (Rockville Centre). The 
other sending dioceses, eparchies, and religious congre-
gations continue to be engaged with the heart of the 
mission of the seminary: the formation of healthy, holy 
and happy priests in the service of the Catholic Church! 
The mission has expanded to include the intellectual 
formation of candidates for the permanent diaconate, 
and, the offering of an M.A. degree in Theology for 
qualified religious, priests, and the lay faithful. 

In the academic year 2020-2021, St. Joseph’s will  
celebrate its 125th anniversary! It is my hope and prayer 
that if it is the will of God, the seminary will continue 
to be a place of encounter and formation between our 
culture and our Catholic faith. May those who complete 
their programs here experience hearts filled with peace, 
fire and zeal for the new evangelization! May our hearts 
long only to be instruments of His grace and His holiness 
in the transformation of our earth and our world.

To the cardinal, the bishops, religious superiors, the 
Board of Trustees, the seminarians and all students,  
the faculty and the staff of this great and historic  
seminary – thank you!  Be assured of remembrance  
in my prayers. Please pray for me as I begin my service 
as Vice President/President-elect of the Catholic Near 
East Welfare Association.

Respectfully,
Msgr. Peter I. Vaccari
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Whenever a seminarian at  
Dunwoodie is admitted to 

Candidacy, he receives the ministries 
of Lector and Acolyte, or is ordained 
to the transitional diaconate,one of 
the first things he will receive is a 
personal, handwritten note in his mailbox offering 
congratulations and encouragement. These notes are 
written by Fr. Charles Caccavale, and the simple gesture 
is emblematic of Fr. Charles’ presence at Dunwoodie 
and his support of each seminarian 
who lives and studies here. While 
this gesture captures Fr. Charles’ 
thoughtfulness, his supportive 
and encouraging presence  
certainly isn’t limited to the  
occasional note. Simply put,  
Fr. Charles is “always there”,  
and his steadfast presence to  
this community is something  
that does not go unnoticed or 
underappreciated.

Born in Richmond Hill, New 
York, Fr. Charles attended St. 
Benedict Joseph Labre School, 
Cathedral Preparatory Seminary, 
Fordham University, the Seminary 
of the  Immaculate Conception, 
and the Academy of St. Alphonse, 
Pontifical Lateran University, 
Rome. Ordained in 1991, Fr. 
Charles served at Queen of Angels 
Parish in Sunnyside, Queens prior 
to beginning his studies in Rome. 
Fr. Charles joined the faculty of 
the Seminary of the Immaculate 
Conception, Huntington, in 2001 
and served there until the St. 
Charles Borromeo Interdiocesan 

Seminary Partnership commenced in 2012, when he 
joined the faculty of St. Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie.

A professor of moral theology, Fr. Charles is present 
to seminarians and lay MA students in the classroom. 
Fr. Charles’ presence extends far beyond the classroom 
however. Since his days on the faculty of the Seminary 
of the Immaculate Conception, Fr. Charles has been 
a beloved spiritual director. In addition to the current 
seminarians who call Fr. Charles their spiritual director, 
it is not an uncommon sight to see a recently ordained 
priest in the building, having made a visit for Fr. Charles 
for spiritual direction.

The example that Fr. Charles gives to seminarians at 
Dunwoodie is invaluable. His pa-
tient and kind demeanor provide 
an example to follow as future 
priests who seek to be present to 
their people. The thoughtfulness 
that Fr. Charles displays in a written 
note, an email over summer break 
just to see how someone is doing, 
or a pleasant exchange in the 
hallway are a reminder to us how 
a small gesture goes a long way. 

While Fr. Charles Caccavale has 
spent close to two decades in the 
work of seminary formation, he 
has never lost the heart of a parish 
priest. Anyone who encounters 
Fr. Charles is reminded of this, and 
those who are taught, directed, 
or inspired by him can attest to 
this fact. In Fr. Charles, all at 
Dunwoodie find a priest whose 
wisdom is valuable, whose  
support is encouraging, and 
whose example is inspiring. 

In Fr. Charles Caccavale, one 
truly finds the heart of a priest, 
and his presence at Dunwoodie 
has helped to form countless 
priestly hearts as well.

FACULTY PROFILES
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 By Deacon John Crozier, IV Theology

Father Charles Caccavale

The example that  
Father Charles gives  
to seminarians at  
Dunwoodie is  
invaluable.
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Corey Matthews had Mr. 
Feeny. Vinnie Barbarino 

had Mr. Kotter. Zack Morris had 
Miss Bliss. But we at St. Joseph’s 
Seminary have been blessed with 
Professor Annmarie McLaughlin. 
Since 2016, she has been the 

professor of writing and research for the seminary, but 
more importantly, she has been a mentor and guide to 
seminarians. Her knowledge of theology, her expertise 
in grammar, and her sincere and kind personality have 
been a grace to not only the seminary, but to every  
student who is lucky to have her as a professor.

Professor McLaughlin was educated within the  
Catholic school system. One of her earliest role models 
was Sr. Margaret Donegan — her high school English 
teacher. Professor McLaughlin remembered how  
passionate Sr. Margaret was about literature and how 
she cared for each individual student. Sr. Margaret’s  
zeal inspired Professor McLaughlin’s love for English, 
and specifically English literature. Eventually, Professor 
McLaughlin went to the College of the Holy Cross 
where she received her degrees in English and Spanish. 
After that, she received a master’s degree in theology 
from Fordham University and a certificate in Sacred 
Scripture from St. Joseph’s Seminary.  

Before coming to the seminary, Professor McLaughlin 
taught at several high schools, including St. Raymond 
Academy for Girls in the Bronx and St. Mary’s High 
School in Manhasset. She taught subjects ranging from 
English and religion to music and earth science. Often, 
secondary teachers will not venture into the world of 
academia to teach at the university level — but Pro-
fessor McLaughlin took the challenging leap and has 
made a huge impact. It was through the help of then 
Msgr. Henning, while she was taking a Scripture course 
at Immaculate Conception Seminary in Huntington, 

that he encouraged her to teach theology at St. John’s 
University. While teaching these students, she realized 
that her love of theology and English could be utilized 
at the seminary level. Her love of Scripture is ultimately 
rooted in her love of literature. 

Professor McLaughlin offers a unique perspective on 
the Catholic Church. She is a professor of the seminary, 
earned a degree in theology, and is extremely active at 
Sacred Heart Parish in Bayside. Additionally, she sits 
on several committees for the Diocese of Brooklyn, 
including the Diocesan Pastoral Council. She sees the 
Church from all different perspectives and brings that 
knowledge to her students at the seminary. She sees 
the needs of the bishop and priests, the professors at 
the seminary, and the lay people. What is Professor 

                                           By Steven McClernon, II Theology

The Good Grammarian:  
Professor Annmarie McLaughlin  
is Helping Form Future Priests

FACULTY PROFILES

Professor McLaughlin’s  
knowledge of theology, her  
expertise in grammar, and her 
sincere and kind personality have 
been a grace to not only the  
seminary, but to every student.



McLaughlin’s advice to seminarians? “Work hard and 
do not procrastinate. Procrastination is a big stumbling 
block of younger generations. If you remain diligent and 
plan ahead, you will be much happier in a busy world.” 
While some people might be skeptical of the future 
Church, she remains hopeful. She sees the seminarians 
as caring individuals who will be forces for positive 
change within the Church.  

When Professor McLaughlin is not hard at work, she 
enjoys swimming, biking and rollerblading. Additionally, 
she is a well-trained pianist, having played throughout 
high school and college. Her favorite composer is Ludwig 
van Beethoven, and she enjoys playing pieces composed 
by Sergei Rachmaninoff. She is an avid reader and her 
favorite novels include Anna Karenina and The Great 
Gatsby. After finals week, you might catch Professor 
McLaughlin enjoying some good coffee with friends at 
Swing the Teapot in Floral Park or pizza at Umberto’s 
in New Hyde Park. 

This year, Professor McLaughlin and her husband, Dan, 

 will celebrate their twenty-fifth wedding anniversary. 
 They met and graduated from the College of the Holy 
Cross. Together they have three children — Jimmy, 
Christine (currently a student at Holy Cross), and 
Bridget. We wish them many more years of a blissful 
marriage. 
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Above: Professor Annmarie McLaughlin meeting with a student.  
Below: McLaughlin and her husband attending the Newman Symposium.
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REFLECTIONS

During the past summer, I visited the Diocese of 
Tombura-Yambio in South Sudan, which happens 

to be the newest country in the world after it split from 
Sudan in 2011. Though young, this country has a  
troubled history marred by tribal conflicts and civil war. 
The result is a country with no infrastructure and deep 
poverty. To the surprise of many, there is a very large and 
vibrant Catholic population; Christians are a majority in 
the country. This is in part due to missionary work carried 
out by the Comboni missionaries about 100 years ago.

During my stay, Bishop Eduardo Hiiboro Kussala 
asked me to say Mass at their minor seminary. I am 
familiar with seminaries; I have worked in four and 
visited many in the US and Latin America. The poverty 
that I witnessed, I could not have anticipated. I was  
welcome by 150 or so joyful seminarians. We celebrated 

    By Fr. Luis Saldaña, Director of Spiritual Formation

Pilgrimage to South Sudan

 By Orlando J. Rodriguez Mercado, Sch. P., IV Theology

Mass in a chapel made up of unfinished walls, dirt 
floor, and a roof filled with holes. We then visited their 
dorms; each accommodates about couple of dozen 
seminarians, mostly on soiled mat-tresses laying next 
to each other on the ground. There is no kitchen; they 
cook with fire wood. There is no refectory where they 
can sit and eat.

During my homily it striked me that the name of the 
minor seminary is St. Joseph. I told them that I work at 
another St. Joseph’s Seminary. It occurred me that from 
that moment on both could be sister seminaries. I told 
them, and they were excited. When I returned to our 
St. Joseph’s Seminary back in New York, I brought a 
challenge to our seminarians: What can they do, at a 
personal level, to help their brothers in the other and 
less fortunate St. Joseph’s in South Sudan? Our seminar-
ians are now pledging to buy one or more beds for that 
seminary at approximately $40 each. I am grateful and 
encouraged by the response of our seminarians.  
Everyone is welcome to contribute.
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“This is my commandment, that you love one  
another as I have loved you.”  (John 15:12) 

Usually, when people ask what a profession of vows 
is, they think that there is pressure in making them 

or that the vows are tough to live. Many people today 
believe that such a declaration of promises constrains 
someone or limits their freedom. However, these vows 
are a way of life and a way to live filled with love. There-
fore, I wanted to share some reasons why I am making a 
religious consecration in the Order of the Pious Schools.

First, I am making a Solemn Profession of vows be-
cause I believe in them. I believe that it is possible to live 
this kind of life: in obedience, poverty, chastity, and for 
us as Piarists, in education. During the past six years as 
a Piarist, I have tried to live the vows that I professed, 
and it has been an enjoyable experience in my life, my 
vocation, and my faith. Also, living with other religious 
allows me to see their example, and strive to follow them 
as they connect their own life with the life of Christ. 
Therefore, vows for me are not just words that are spoken, 
but they are words to live. 

Second, my profession of vows connects me with God 
and with His Church. In the process of discernment, I 
have persevered through different trials and, if it were 
not for the community, prayer, spiritual direction, and 
the faith of the people, I would not be here. These vows 
have allowed me to grow closer to God’s people. I work 
with children and their families who are experiencing 
troubles and challenges in their lives. Being with them 
gives me the strength to be a better person, to grow per-
sonally and spiritually, so that I can help them and lead 
them closer to God.

Third, professing my vows is, for me, the only way to 
follow Christ. As a baptized Catholic, I intend to follow 
Christ and to live the way He lived. I love Him with all 
my heart, and I want my life to become His life, so I seek 

 

to live in the way that He has lived. Christ lived His life in 
obedience, poverty, and chastity. Also, He was the perfect 
teacher. For this reason, St. Joseph Calasanz, the founder 
of the Pious Schools, sought in imitation of Christ the way 
to educate. I know that in following Christ as a Piarist, 
He will lead me to be an effective teacher as well. While 
I know that I must continue to grow as a person and a 
disciple, I believe I can only do so as a disciple of Christ.  

To conclude, the profession of vows is ultimately about 
love. I am conscious that these promises are for the love 
of God, love of His people, and coming to know how 
much God loves me. If I do not grow in love and do  
not work to be a better person, I will not be able to love 
God’s people, and I will not be able serve them in the 
apostolate. For this reason, I dedicate myself to God, and 
find meaning in the Lord to whom I and all people truly 
belong.

 By Orlando J. Rodriguez Mercado, Sch. P., IV Theology

Why Profess Solemn Vows?
A Seminarian’s Reflection  
Upon His Solemn Profession

REFLECTIONS

Vows for me are not just  
words that are spoken, but  
they are words to live.
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God seeking and man reaching, the journey of life.  
The road can be confusing at times, but I had no 

doubt that when I walked in the door of Saint Joseph 
Seminary and College this was where God was leading 
me. I came in seeking knowledge, but have gained so 
much more.

My journey to the doors of Saint Joseph has been paved 
with many twists and turns. God waited for me during the 
trials of my teen and early adult years and led me back to 
serve His Church in many different capacities. But it wasn’t 
until I became a Catechist, that the yearning to know more 
became a driving force. I took all the possible programs 
that my Diocese offered, but it was never enough. If the 
call to be a Catechist was not enough to bring someone 
to their knees, then the next twist came, I was asked to 
lead others to Christ as a Director of Faith Formation. 
I now owed it to God and His people to seek greater 
knowledge. But where to go?

As I was in my mid-fifties, it was almost thirty-five 
years since I walked the halls of a university. My degree 
was in Economics, but all I wanted was to know more 
about God and our Faith. Doubts were many, but God 
prevailed. I began to look at Theology programs, both 
online and on campus; there were many excellent choices. 
There was one program, however, which I never heard 
of, that caught my attention. I saw a random adver-
tisement in my local paper for the Masters in Theology 
program at Saint Joseph Seminary and College. I took the 
ad and showed it to a Seminarian who was residing at my 
parish. This Seminarian, now known as Father Christopher 
Ford, responded that it was the Seminary that he and the 
other seminarians of the Diocese study at. He encouraged 
me to take a look at it. At this point in the journey, I  
already applied to another Masters in Theology program, 
but I still felt the call to look at Saint Joseph.

From the moment I called, I was made to feel welcomed. 
I was a person, not just a prospective applicant. When I 
arrived, and opened those huge doors and walked in and 

        By Diane Scott, MA Program

God Seeking and Man  
Reaching: The Journey of Life

REFLECTIONS
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When I arrived, opened those  huge doors and was greeted by  
that beautiful chapel, I was not   only recognized as a person,  
but as a child of God. 
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was greeted by that 
beautiful chapel, I 
was not only recog-
nized as a person, but 
as a child of God. 
This was also evident 
in everyone I met, 
most especially at my 
initial interview with 
the Associate Dean, 
Dr. Donna Eschenauer. 
She was so encourag-
ing; and those early 
doubts were erased.  
Here was a place 
which I felt that I 
would  not only grow 
in knowledge, but in 
my relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

These past few years have been filled with growth, 
challenging but also supportive. The schedule of classes 
is extensive, and offers flexibility with regards to time 
and location. There were even two classes on Pastoral 
Theology that I was willing to travel two hours (one 
way!) to the Huntington Campus for. They were worth 
the drive. As with God, time is not a factor, whether it 
be the years that separated my academic endeavors or 
the drive to classes. The “time”, to earning my degree, 
is getting very close, but I pray it’s not the end of my 
time at Saint Joseph. I already look forward to auditing 
classes that I didn’t have the opportunity to take, and 
my bookshelves are lined with future recommended 
reading provided by the extremely knowledgeable  
faculty and library staff.

The journey of this earthly life continues, God seeking 
and man reaching. I am grateful for my time at Saint 
Joseph for the knowledge I have been given, for it has 
provided not only a foundation, but the means to reach 
even further. Where to go next? Only God has that  
answer, but I have already been afforded opportunities 
that only with this foundation would I have been  
offered them.

When I arrived, opened those  huge doors and was greeted by  
that beautiful chapel, I was not   only recognized as a person,  
but as a child of God. 



seminarians and priests. No, I am not pulling a  
fast one on you––this did in fact happen (not at the 
same time of course!) on December 7th, 2019 at the 
parish of Our Lady of Good Counsel Church on  
E 90th Street. 

The C.F.R.s (Community of the Franciscan Friars 
of the Renewal) usually host an event once a month 
called “Catholic Underground NYC” which consists 
of a holy hour in the main chapel as well as Vespers/
Evening Prayer. This is usually followed by an expo-
sition of different Catholic inspired art ranging from 
music, art, drama, dancers and other things that can 
be considered part of the “new evangelization” in the 
basement of the parish. While it may seem simple to 
have a deacon or priest expose the Blessed Sacrament 
with a random group of young adults for a Holy Hour, 
there is a great amount of preparation for each Catholic 
Underground. For example, remembering that there is 
a limited seating arrangement in the main chapel and 
accommodating the excess of people in a chapel down-

12
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Picture this: a parish filled 
to capacity with young 

adults, two lines for Con-
fession stretching the entire 
perimeter of the church, mul-
tiple priests listening to these 
humble confessions, candles 
flickering as if in unison and 
our Lord Jesus Christ at the center of the altar in the 
Blessed Sacrament being praised and adored with the 
words “O Come O Come Emmanuel!” Now here is 
another picture: the same young adults jamming out 
to modern and quirky interpretations of “Sweet Home 
Alabama,” “Chicken Fried” and other country songs by 
a band composed mainly of religious and diocesan  

 By Anthony Barranco, II Theology

The Unexpected Hour  
in New York City 

“Black Train, Gray Smoke”  — Left to Right: Fr. Kevin O’Reilly, Fr. Luke Fletcher, C.F.R., Br. Sean Paul, 
C.F.R., Br. František Maria Chloupek, C.F.R., Br. Malachy Napier, C.F.R., and Michael Coleman taking  
a group photo after practicing for Catholic Underground’s event in December.
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stairs, the volunteers and C.F.R.s need to prepare music 
for the holy hour, prepare the altar for the Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament, get the basement ready for the 
event after the holy hour, coordinate with the parking 
garage across the street to get a discount for that night, 
call priests that are free on a Saturday to provide the 
sacrament of Penance, clean and then end the night with 
prayerful solitude. 

Nevertheless, the interesting thing about this monthly 
event are the people that it attracts. The young men 
and women that come to praise the Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament and later socialize for the event afterward, 
seem to be the same young adults that you walk by on 
a daily basis in the streets of New York. These men and 
woman are the adults who socialize on a given week-

end around the city, musicians that enjoy playing in the 
subway, physician assistants, public school teachers, 
young professionals, and many others. They come to 
experience the Catholic faith through a unique experi-
ence with some attending for their first time and others 
for their tenth.  

Amazingly, the fraternity among the religious and 
those who attend the Catholic Underground is defined 
by friendship, prayer and joy. If you ever find yourself 
in New York City on the first Saturday of the month, be 
assured that you will be warmly greeted, invited into the 
church and be able to worship the Unblemished Lamb 
in the Blessed Sacrament alongside other young adults 
who desire the Lord of Lords in their lives. Come, let us 
praise him with adoration and joy!

The interesting thing about this monthly event are the people that it  
attracts. The young men and women that come seem to be the same young 
adults that you walk by on a daily basis in the streets of New York.
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FEATURE STORY

On Sunday, October 13, 2019, Pope Francis canonized 
five saints in St. Peter’s square: Margarita Bays, 

Dulce Lopes Pontes, Maria Teresa Chiramel Mankidiyan, 
Giuseppina Vannini, and John Henry Newman. The 
Church greatly rejoiced in the confirmation of all the new 
saints, but the canonization of John Henry Newman was 
particularly significant. 

Newman was born at the dawn of the 19th century in 
London, England. He was a prominent figure in the An-
glican Church and a fellow at Oxford. As an Anglican, 
he was higly influential through his influential role in the 
Oxford Movement. The Oxford Movement was a “high 
church” effort to return the Church of England to the 
foundations of faith. This Movement sought to affirm the 
view that the Anglicanism was a via media (the mean) 
between the Catholic Church’s claims of authority and 
infallibility and those who overemphasized spiritual 
liberty and private judgment. 

During his efforts to prove that Anglicanism was the 
via media, Newman began an intense study of the early 
Church Fathers. During his study of the Fathers, John 
Henry Newman became convinced that the home of the 
true Church was in Rome, not in Canterbury. Years later, 
in An Essay on the Develop of Christian Doctrine Newman 
wrote: “To be deep in history is to cease to be a Protes-

tant.” On September 
25, 1843, Newman 
preached his last sermon 
as an Anglican entitled 
“The Parting of Friends.” 
Two years later on 
October 9, 1845, John 
Henry Newman was 
received into the Cath-
olic Church by Blessed 
Dominic Barberi C.P. at the college in Littlemore.  
Newman was ordained a Catholic priest in 1846 and 
would go on to establish the London Oratory. Father 
John Henry Newman was elevated to the College of 
Cardinals by Pope Leo XIII in 1879. Cardinal Newman 
died on August 11, 1890 at the Birmingham Oratory. 
Newman’s most significant writings include: The Idea 
of the University (1852), An Essay in Aid of a Grammar 
of Assent (1870), and his Apologia Pro Vita Sua (1864). 
Newman’s theology on papal infallibility was quite 
influential at the First Vatican Council and he is often 
described as “the Father of the Second Vatican Council.”

Saint Joseph’s Seminary commemorated the canonization 
of John Henry Cardinal Newman with the “Newman 
Symposium” on November 1-2, 2019. In his first Rector’s 
Conference of the year, Msgr. Peter Vaccari asked the 
seminarians to pay particular attention to the motto 
of John Henry Newman: cor ad cor loquitor (“heart 
speaks to heart”). Msgr. Vaccari designated this motto 
as the theme for the seminarians for the 2019-2020 
academic year. In his conference Monsignor mentioned 
that Newman’s motto is a guide on how to develop 
an intimate prayer life and a close personal friendship 
with Jesus Christ; to have our hearts speak to His 
Sacred Heart. Indeed, the Newman Symposium sought 
to spread this message of the life of St. John Henry 
Newman to the greater seminary community and the 
faithful from nearby dioceses. 

The Seminary was privileged to host Edward Short, a 
Newman author, who began the program Friday, No-
vember 1st. Saint Joseph’s was also greatly honored to 
welcome Fr. Ian Ker,the acclaimed scholar and authority 
on Newman, as the keynote speaker of the symposium 

       By Colin B. Lomnitzer, II Theology

Heart Speaks to Heart

        Msgr. Vaccari introduces Edward Short and Rev. Ian Ker.
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who also generously stayed for Mass and a luncheon 
with the seminarians the on Sunday, November 3rd. 
Bishop John Barres, Bishop of Rockville Centre and 
member of the Borromeo Partnership, joined the semi-
nary for the symposium and was the principal celebrant 
and homilist for the Mass of All Souls. Bishop Barres 
preached about how the works of John Henry Newman 
had a “momentous influence” on his own parents’ decision 
to convert to Catholicism. The seminary also welcomed 
a number of Catholic scholars to lead different breakout 
groups throughout the day, including: Fr. George Rutler, 
Dr. Christopher Blum, Fr. Robert Imbelli, Dr. Ryan Marr, 
Fr. Kevin O’Reilly, Fr. Nickolas Becker, OSB, Sr. Kathleen 
Dietz, FSO, and Dr. Elizabeth Huddleston. 

In his homily at the Canonization Mass, Pope Francis 
quoted Newman’s description of who a Christian ought 
to be: so unassuming that they might seem like “ordinary 
people.” This point was emphasized throughout the 
weekend. Newman was seemingly ordinary, but his life 
and work were truly of great heroic virtue.

Friday evening with guest speaker, Edward Short at the 2 day Newman Symposium event.

    Rev. Ian Ker addressing symposium attendees.
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SEMINARIAN LIFE 

        By Dominik Wegiel, III Theology

Diaconate Ordination

Cardinal Dolan, on November 9th, 2019, ordained 
six men to the diaconate. The men ordained were 

Luis Silva for the Archdiocese of New York, Nester 
Martinez and Dragan Pusic, for the diocese of Brooklyn, 
and Rafal Borowiejski, Paul Clores and John Crozier 
for the Diocese of Rockville Centre. The diaconate is the 
one ordination that occurs every year in the seminary. 
For most of us, we receive our first sacraments such 
as baptism, holy communion, and confirmation in our 
home parishes. The priestly ordinations occur in our 
respective diocesan cathedrals. Diaconate ordination 
is the one sacrament of Holy Orders that we share 
together as a seminary community which gathers men 
across diocesan lines. It forges the connection that what 
we celebrate every day in the Chapel, in Eucharist, is 
connected to our mission to become servants of Jesus 
Christ. The work done in formation as a community is 
celebrated when men studying for priesthood begin to 
realize the gift of their vocation by the altar. 

I have known a few of the deacons since the beginning 
of my seminary formation. I have seen how they have 
grown and matured over the years, spiritually, intel-
lectually, pastorally, and as men. For me, I have seen 
how the Holy Spirit has continued to work and conform 
them to Jesus Christ. Paul Clores was one of the first 
men to help integrate me into the community at St. 

Joseph’s Seminary. He is a man of communion who cares 
about his brothers and is always willing to listen to our 
struggles and offer advice. John Crozier is a man of 
prayer and engages deep spiritual conversations and 
takes his pastoral responsibilities seriously. Luis Silva, 
the Head Deacon, is patient, spiritual and brave. He 
loves the people and his love for Christ shows through 
his devotion. Rafal Borowiejski, from Poland, is witty, 
intelligent and larger than life.

Cardinal Dolan celebrated the ordination and he said 
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during his homily that you are a deacon forever. He 
meant that even though the purpose of seminary forma-
tion is to prepare us for priesthood, what needs to be 
remembered is that the priest is first called to serve. The 
diaconate period is temporary, but the virtues learned 
from that period must carry on and grow. Diaconate is 
also a moment when the men make promises to celibacy, 
obedience and to faithfully pray the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 They make those promises before the Bishop and the 
people of God. It is a moment of surrender and a signif-

icant step in one’s life. Those promises are words that 
binds the person to live and pray for the Church.  
It is a public declaration that the man no longer belongs 
to himself but to the Mystical Body of Christ. I am 
proud to see these men begin their ministry in parishes 
and follow the call given to them by Jesus Christ. I am 
confident that they will serve the people of God with 
faith and devotion. Life finds its value and power in the 
discovery of sacrifice. They have begun their sacrifice 
and it gives us hope for the future of the Church.  

Bottom left: In preparation for the Ordination to the Diaconate,candidates make the Profession of Faith  
and Oath of Fidelity. Below: Other deacons present offer to the newly ordained deacons the Sign of Peace.
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Michele Bergeron:  
Bursar & Staff Accountant

STAFF APPRECIATION

        By Cynthia Harrison

Michele Bergeron became the bursar for Saint  
Joseph’s Seminary on December 18, 2019.  

Bursars manage the billing and collecting of tuition for 
our students. Being a bursar is a complicated position 
as there are numerous levels of tuition for the academic 
programs at Saint Joseph’s. Once billing is done, then 
collecting tuition payments is equally complicated as it 
is not simply about sending a bill to the student. Saint 
Joseph’s has many organizations that pay all or part of 
a student’s tuition. It is not an easy job, but Michele has 
proven to be very adept at managing a major source  
of income for Saint Joseph’s. In addition to being the  
bursar, she is also a member of the Finance Office  
juggling her responsibilities to both positions with  
a cheerful personality.               

Michele came to Saint Joseph’s Seminary after fifteen 

years as a bursar for the College of New Rochelle. While 
at the College of New Rochelle, Michele also taught as 
an adjunct. She taught courses in criminal justice because 
she had a Master of Science in Criminal Justice. Michele 
also has a B.S in Psychology and Sociology. Both degrees 
are from the College of New Rochelle. While a student 
at the College of New Rochelle, Michele took advantage 
of the work-study program and worked in the bursar’s 
office; thus began her career in college finance and  
becoming a bursar. 

Michele grew up in Plattsburgh, New York. She attended 
Catholic school from kindergarten to twelfth grade, 
graduating from Mt. Assumption Institute. She has lived 
in Yonkers for fourteen years. She is the proud parent of 
two rescues, a Wheaton Terrier name Zoe and a Bengal 
Siamese cat she calls Roxy. When she is not working, 
Michele enjoys bowling and reading.  

When asked what she likes most about working at 
Saint Joseph’s, Michele replied that it is the peaceful 
atmosphere and the camaraderie shared among co- 
workers. We are glad that she is a part of our team! 

 Michele Bergeron enjoys the End of the Semester Luncheon.
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The YEAR in PICTURES

Most Rev. Nicholas DiMarzio, Bishop for the  
Diocese of Brooklyn, opens the Fall 2019  
Retreat for Seminarians. August 27, 2019.

Above and below: Annual Mass of the Holy  
Spirit at the Seminary of Immaculate Conception  
in Huntington, LI. September 7th, 2019
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The YEAR in PICTURES

Annual Mass of the Holy Spirit Picnic on the grounds  
of the Seminary of Immaculate Conception in  
Huntington, LI. September 7th, 2019.
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Annual Mass of the Holy Spirit Picnic on the grounds  
of the Seminary of Immaculate Conception in  
Huntington, LI. September 7th, 2019.

Douglaston visits Dunwoodie. Annual Sports  
Get-Together with the Seminarians of the Cathedral  
Seminary House of Formation. September 15th, 2019.
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The YEAR in PICTURES

 Most Rev. John Barres, Bishop of Rockville 
Centre visits the seminary September 19, 2019.

Above and below: Annual Family 
Day Mass and BBQ. Fr. William 
Cleary, Celebrant. Sept 30th, 2019.
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Annual Family Day Mass and BBQ. Fr. William Cleary, Celebrant. September 30th, 2019.
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The YEAR in PICTURES

Lector and Acolyte Installation, October 7, 2019.
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Archdiocese for the Military Services Discernment Retreat, October 18th, 2019.

Above: Symposium celebrating the life and sainthood of John Henry Newman , November 1-2, 2019.
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The YEAR in PICTURES

Symposium celebrating the life and sainthood of John Henry Newman, Nov. 11th, 2019.
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Oath of Fidelity and Ordination to the Diaconate,  
November 9th, 2019.

Symposium celebrating the life and sainthood of John Henry Newman, Nov. 11th, 2019.
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The YEAR in PICTURES

Rite of Candidacy for the Diaconate and Priesthood. November 25th, 2019.  
Celebrant, Most Rev. William Murphy, Bishop Emeritus of Rockville Centre. 
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Advent and Christmas Concert, December 8th, 2019.
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The YEAR in PICTURES

Below & right: Advent and Christmas Concert, December 8th, 2019.

Msgr. Vaccari Farewell Dinner, December 18th, 2019.
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Above: Msgr. Vaccari Farewell Vespers, December 18th, 2019.

End of Semester Mass and Luncheon, December 20th, 2019.
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SAVE THE DATE

Catholic Answers to Today’s Questions  
St. Joseph’s Parish, 95 Plum Brook Rd., Somers, NY 

Thursday, February 27 
Fr. Kevin O’Reilly, STD   
“Why Did Jesus Have to Die on the Cross?”

Thursday, March 5  
Dr. Jennifer Donelson, DMA 
“Why Does the Church Spend So Much Money on 
Beautiful Art, Architecture and Music? Shouldn’t it  
Be Spent on the Poor?”

Thursday, March 12 
Dr. Enrique Aguilar, SSD  
“Praying with the Psalms”

Thursday, March 19   
Fr. Charles Caccavale, STD 
“Compassion or Abandonment? Assisted Suicide  
and Church Teaching on End of Life Care”

Thursday, March 26  
Fr. David Monaco, PhD 
“The Suffering Servant Songs in Isaiah”

Thursday, April 2 
Dr. Donna Eschenauer, PhD 
“How does the Paschal (Easter) Triduum Show  
Us How to Live and How to Die?”

HOLY THURSDAY – NO LECTURE  

Thursday, April 16 
Fr. Matthew Ernest, STD 
“Contemporary Questions Regarding the Anointing  
of the Sick”

Thursday, April 23  
Msgr. Robert Batule, STL 
“The Eucharist in the Life of the Church the Last 50 Years”



Public Lecture  

Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, Prayer Hall
Dr. John and Mrs. Rebecca Jackson
“The Shroud of Turin”  

Triduum  

April 9 - 11 , 2020 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, Prayer Hall

• Holy Thursday  
• Good Friday  
• Easter Vigil

Public Lecture   

April 19, 2020 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, Prayer Hall

Most Rev. Nicholas DiMarzio, Bishop of the Diocese  
of Brooklyn, and Most Rev. Shelton Fabre, Bishop of  
the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux and Chair of the  
USCCB Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism 
“Shepherds Speak on Racism and Immigration Reform”

St. Joseph’s Seminary Convocation  

May 15, 2020 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, Prayer Hall 

Most Rev. Nicholas DiMarzio
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Held at St. Joseph’s Seminary,  
201 Seminary Ave, Yonkers, New York 10704
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Donation Opportunities

Help the Seminarians of today  
become the priests of tomorrow

The primary mission of St. Joseph’s Seminary is to form and educate young men  
who have responded so generously to God’s call to the priesthood.

If you are interested in making a gift to St. Joseph’s, there are several ways to do so:

Support the Seminary’s Modernization Program
St. Joseph’s Seminary is undergoing a total modernization program and upgrading all of its basic building systems  

as part of a multi-year project with an estimated cost of $24 million.

Sponsor a Seminarian’s Education
Seminary tuition (including room and board) is $30,000 for the academic year. If you wish to sponsor one or more  

years of a seminarian’s education, please contact Fr. William Cleary, Interim Rector of St. Joseph’s Seminary.

Remember St. Joseph’s Seminary in your will
To learn more about remembering the Seminary in your will or other types of planned gifts, please contact the  

Planned Giving Office at (646) 794-3317 or email plannedgiving@archny.org

Make a one-time gift of any amount
Gifts of any amount can be made to St. Joseph’s Seminary.  

Checks payable to St. Joseph’s Seminary can be mailed to 201 Seminary Ave., Yonkers, New York 10704



Huntington Douglaston SomersYonkers

Four locations to meet the academic needs of all our students:

Master of Arts Program
St. Joseph’s offers a Master of arts in theology &  

Master of arts in CatholiC PhilosoPhiCal studies and  
Post-Master’s CertifiCates in saCred sCriPture & dogMatiC theology

saint CeCilia aCadeMy for liturgiCal MusiC

Courses are open to qualified lay men and women, priests and consecrated religious

—ΩAffordable Tuition —

Visit our website: www.dunwoodie.edu

Donna Eschenauer, Ph.D.
Associate Dean

Christine Hammill-Cregan, 
J.D., M..S.W., Associate Dean

Contact our associate deans for more  
information on the MA program
If attending Yonkers or Somers,  

Contact Dr. Eschenauer
(914) 367-8280  

donna.eschenauer@archny.org 

If attending Huntington or Douglaston,  
Contact Dean Hammill-Cregan  

(631) 423-0483 ext. 130  
christine.hammill-cregan@archny.org

“Experience, study and pray on the  
encounter between culture and faith.”



Saint Joseph’s Seminary 
201 Seminary Avenue 
Yonkers, New York 10704 
(914) 968-6200 
www.dunwoodie.edu


