
REV. JOSEPH HENCHEY, CSS, S.T.D. (1930-2021) 
 

                                                                          
 

Arrangements for the funeral of Fr. Henchey 
 
 
Visitation, Funeral and Burial will be on Friday, April 16, 2021 
 
Church of the Sacred Heart 
5 East Main Street 
Milford, Massachusetts 
508-634-5435 
 
Visitation:   10:00 a.m. 
Mass:  11:30 a.m. 
Burial immediately following in adjacent cemetery (approx. 1 mile away from Church) 
 
For Celebrants: 
Celebrants need a Letter of Suitability for the Archdiocese of Wooster, MA 
Please bring alb and stole 
If you wish to concelebrate, please contact the parish office 
 
Check Joyce Funeral Home in Waltham, MA (781-894-2895) for any updates 
 
Check caringbridge.org for posts on the last week of Fr. Henchey’s life.   
 
 
 
It is with sadness that I announce the death of Father Joseph Charles Henchey, CSS, STD, former 
member of the faculty at St. Joseph’s Seminary. Father (“Joe”) Henchey passed away on April 7 
after a long illness. He was ninety years-old.  
 
Father Henchey entered the Congregation of the Sacred Stigmata in 1946, and was ordained a 
Stigmatine Priest in 1956. After receiving a Doctorate in Sacred Theology from the Pontifical 
University of Saint Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum), Joe was a professor at the same university for 
over twenty years—where he also taught Cardinal Dolan. He served as General Councilor of the 
Stigmatine Congregation in Rome from 1970-1976 and then again from 1988-1990. 
 
Following these appointments, Father Henchey held positions at various seminaries over the next 
two decades: Holy Apostles Seminary in Cromwell, CT (1990-1996); the Pontifical North American 
College in Rome (1996-2002); Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary (2002-2006) in Weston, MA; 



St. Mary of the Lake in Mundelein, IL (2006-2009; 2015-2018) and St. Joseph’s Seminary (2009-2014). 
A beloved spiritual director and confessor, Father Henchey was widely appreciated for his clear 
and rigorously systematic lectures in dogmatic theology.  
 
Father Henchey also helped out as a weekend celebrant at the Parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
in White Plains, NY (2009 to 2012). He traveled widely, giving retreats, courses and presentations 
to clergy, consecrated women and men, and laity. His gentle wisdom and priestly kindness were 
signature marks of his priestly ministry. 
 
Lisa Fortini-Campbell, whom Father Henchey had earlier instructed and received into the Catholic 
Church, became an invaluable friend and caregiver in recent years. To Lisa and her husband Alan 
are owed a tremendous debt of gratitude from Joe’s colleagues and friends and from the members 
of his Congregation.  
 
Funeral arrangements are still pending. 
 
For all of his Stigmatine life, Father Henchey was a student of Saint Gaspar Bertoni (1777-1853), 
the founder of the Stigmatines. He wrote eloquently of Saint Gaspar’s personal participation in the 
Passion of Christ in words that could describe Joe’s own journey of recent months:  
 

[St. Gaspar] insistently invites all of us to contemplate in the wounds of Christ Crucified, the 
indelible signs of an indescribable suffering…[and] indications of a boundless love, the price paid by 
Christ in order to acquire us for His Reign. 

 
Requiescat in pace, dear Joe. 
 
Bishop James Massa 
Rector 


